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Englishmen, who "before considering them were to
appoint an arbitrator for the decision of any question
upon which they might disagree. But for the
" Alabama claims " the Convention made exceptional
provision. For the settlement of these, in. case of
disagreement the arbitrator to be named by the
commissioners was to be the " Sovereign or head of
a friendly State;" and it was further provided, that
with regard to these claims neither Government
" should make out a case, nor should any person be
heard for or against such claims," the official corre-
spondence which had already passed being alone sub-
mitted to the arbiter. Of this Convention the
American Government (as was to be expected)
disapproved, chiefly on account of the exceptional
treatment applied to the Alabama claims, and more
especially of the limitation with regard to the
evidence to be adduced on either side. They
informed our Government that this limitation would
have to be entirely removed, and they specified
the particular alterations, in this and other respects,
which would be necessary in order to render the
treaty acceptable to the Senate of the United States.
The result was, that the British Government accepted
these alterations almost as they stood; and a
new Convention was signed by Mr. Johnson and
Lord Clarendon, in which, among other amend-
ments, the limitation respecting the Alabama claims
was omitted, and the fullest liberty of adducing
evidence on either side permitted; the obstacle which
two years ago appeared alone to prevent a settlement